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Internationally famous mountaineer and adventurer, Jim Whittaker to speak at Pacific Crest Trail Association’s Annual Meeting on February 1, 2003

The PCTA is happy to announce that Jim Whittaker, the first American to climb Mt. Everest, internationally famous mountaineer and adventurer will speak at the Annual Meeting this year. 

Jim Whittaker is best known as the first American to climb Mt. Everest (May 1, 1963). His accomplishments do not, however, stop there. A member of the Army during the Korean War, Whittaker taught mountaineering and skiing to Tenth Special Forces and Green Berets. Additionally, as a guide and instructor on Mt. Rainier, a member of the National Ski Patrol, and a mountain rescuer Whittaker has led rescue expeditions that have helped saved the lives of skiers, climbers and aircraft pilots.

In 1978, Whittaker organized and led the first American ascent of K2, the world’s second highest and arguably most dangerous peak. He succeeded where five similar expeditions had failed. 

In 1990, against formidable political and logistical odds, Whittaker organized and led the spectacularly successful Mt. Everest Peace Climb, which put twenty men and women from three superpowers  (the U.S., China, and Soviet Union) on the summit of Everest. The goal – to help focus world attention on environmental issues and remove more than two tons of garbage left on the mountain by previous expeditions.

The Mountaineers Books of Seattle, Wash., published Whittaker’s autobiography, A Life on the Edge: Memoirs of Everest and Beyond, in 1999. One year later, the book was awarded the Pacific Northwest Booksellers Association Award for literary excellence in the category of memoir. 

Last year, nearly 250 PCT enthusiasts gathered at the PCTA Annual Meeting to support, celebrate and learn more about the trail and the association. From tips on how to pack light, to traveling with llamas, and becoming a trail volunteer, attendees enjoyed educational workshops, riveting speakers, catching up with old friends, and making new ones. The 2003 meeting promises more of the same! 

Visit the “Events Calendar” on www. PCTA.org for more information.

