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Local Trail Volunteer to Receive National BLM Award

Bureau of Land Management recognizes “Pickaxe” Pete, of Ventura, Ca., and his Pacific Crest Trail Gorillas for making a difference in Southern California

The Pacific Crest Trail Association (PCTA) is proud to announce that the Bureau of Land Management (BLM) has named Pete Fish of Ventura, Ca., one of 12 national “Making a Difference” Award winners for 2002.

The awards recognize exemplary volunteer contributions made on behalf of public lands.  A national panel selected the winners from nominations submitted by BLM State Offices and National Centers. Recipients will receive their awards at a ceremony in Washington, D.C. on May 30th. 

As volunteer PCTA Trail Coordinator for Region 1, Pete Fish plans, administers, and participates in the maintenance of 700 miles of the Pacific Crest National Scenic Trail (PCT). Running for 2,650 miles from Mexico to Canada through California, Oregon and Washington, the PCT is considered by many to be the most majestic trail of its kind. Every year, thousands of hikers and equestrians enjoy this American treasure. 

In Southern California, the Pete and his crew of volunteer “trail gorillas” work an average of 100 days a year clearing scrub oak, removing landslides, and performing other crucial trail maintenance duties. Pete then works an additional 100 days to orchestrate these projects. “If it weren’t for Pete and the gorillas,” remarks Dave Wash, Lead Recreation Planner for the BLM’s Ridgecrest Field Office, “large portions of the PCT would be impassable.”

In fact, without volunteers like Pete public land across the nation would fall into disuse. According to the most recent BLM annual report, 17,000 volunteers serve the government agency each year. Collectively these workers donate about 1 million hours of labor that’s worth approximately $15 million. 

For more information, see attached article or contact the Liz Bergeron, Executive Director of the PCTA at 916-349-2109.

The Pacific Crest Trail Association is the "The Voice" of the Pacific Crest National Scenic Trail. The mission of the Association is to promote and protect the Pacific Crest National Scenic Trail so as to reflect its world-class significance for the enjoyment, education and adventure of hikers and equestrians.
