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Crosscut Saw Tools
Required
 PPE
 First aid kit
 Communications
 Crosscut saw(s) + handle(s) + sheath(s)
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Explain saw types, handles, sheaths, and lengths
Importance of having two saws
3-5 lb axe not necessary as MTDC states that’s for felling. Use 2-3 lb for bucking only operations.
Importance of straight handle axe for buck, axe use in MTDC assuming you are felling so the axe suggested is for felling
Pruning saw eliminates the need to limb with an axe




Crosscut Saw Parts
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Pass around a couple 1’ pieces of saw so students can see up close the set and swedging on the raker.



The Kerf
 Two cutters score 

each side of the kerf
 Rakers peel out the 

middle
 The set of the 

cutters makes  the 
kerf wider than the 
saw blade
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The saw dynamics and cutting action should be a refresher for most students if they have taken the TSC 103 class. If not, then discuss the cutters and rakers. Explain why it is critical for a crosscut kerf to held open (a pinched saw loses its set).



Crosscut Saw Tools
Required
 PPE
 First aid kit
 Communications
 Crosscut saw(s) + handle(s) + sheath(s)
 Single-bit, straight-handled axe + sheath
 Crosscut bucking wedges
 Solvent/lubricant
 Pruning saw + sheath
 Flagging
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Explain saw types, handles, sheaths, and lengths
Importance of having two saws
3-5 lb axe not necessary as MTDC states that’s for felling. Use 2-3 lb for bucking only operations.
Importance of straight handle axe for buck, axe use in MTDC assuming you are felling so the axe suggested is for felling
Pruning saw eliminates the need to limb with an axe




Underbucking
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
When & Why would we under-buck?
Top compression we can’t overcome with wedges or some other means.



Underbucking
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Drive the underbucking tool firmly into the log and be sure the angle puts the saw where you want it. Align both the pulley grooves and the bar. Keep hand behind the pulley for increased protection when driving with axe head.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Start slow and easy with short strokes – then gradually lengthen the motion.  Easier to concentrate on the pull stroke initially, until kerf is deeper into the log.
Pulling saw handle down as pulling saw will push the end of the saw into the log. On the push stroke, push down and in, to put pressure on the tip of the saw teeth that are cutting the log.
Adjust pulley as needed as the saw cuts deeper into log to retain proper angles and leverage.



Underbucking
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Install the underbucker on the side of the log 
that will not drop when the cut releases

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Sometimes you need to underbuck.



Saw Handles
 Placement:

 Keep track of all hardware and don’t lose the pin
 Ensure all hardware is properly installed and stays tight
 Use the upper hole on side of saw blade 
 Keep hand on top side of handle for increased power 
 Flip handle when underbucking to gain clearance 
 Use spare hand on bottom side of bar only when needing 

additional control, such as starting the saw
 Removal:

 Remove offside handle to finish single bucking
 Remove one handle when transporting saw
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Note: more power is gained when using hand on top side of handle. 
Always match handles to the saw before leaving for the trail and check that pin will not fall out – peen as needed to retain in handle.
When rotating handle, only loosen screw enough to rotate handle without parts coming loose.
Monitor hardware and tighten as needed during cutting operation – stop and tighten as needed, especially when breaking or switching sawyers
Remove handle on offside if you need to remove saw as it starts to bind. When finishing single bucking, remove handle from offside. You can add auxilary handle if there is a hole by the handle, for more control, if needed.



Need images or video




Crosscut Saw Tools
Recommended
 Small shovel or combi-tool
 Underbucker
 Loppers
 Clippers
 File, hone
 Bark spud + sheath
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
If you don’t have a bark spud, you have to use an axe.



Crosscut Saw Tools
Project Dependent
 Pulaski
 Peavey, cant hook
 Log carrier
 Double-bit axe + sheath
 Basic rigging: strap, rope, come-along
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Peavey – purchase the Stihl aluminum, weigh 75% less
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