
Intro to 
Trail Scouting

Welcome! 

We’ll begin shortly after 5:00 PM



Zoom 
Technology Tips



Why are we here 
tonight?



Tonight’s training

Safety requirements

Developing “trail eyes”

Know what good trail looks like

Concept of trail triage

Accurately survey a trail

Reporting procedures

Plus a break, Q&A sessions, and giveaways!



Safety



Check-in, Check-out

Being Prepared

The Ten Essentials

Personal Protective 

Equipment (PPE)

While Scouting



Preparing to Scout 

or Adopt



TCP and JHA

COVID Reengagement

Project Reporting

Formal Scouting



Desktop Resources and Technology

CalTopo



Handheld Resources and Technology

Topo Maps Guthook Avenza



Recording 
Conditions





Mile 719.4 - Approximately 50ft of Trail undercut and 

eroded from high water event. Tread narrowed to 8” or 

less, should be medium-high priority, not dangerous.



Timely reporting

Who to report to

Communication

Format if not using the 

Assessment Form

Reporting 

Procedures



Break time
We’ll begin again shortly



Developing “Trail Eyes”



Assessing Brushing



Assessing Brushing



Assessing Tread and Drainage



Narrowed
Sloughed Cupped



Assessing Signage



Assessing Blowdowns



Assessing Rock Work



Assessment Activities





(34°25'44.21"N, 118°15'49.52"W) – Moderate cupping for 

appx. 100 yards, 8-12" deep, could be deburmed in spots





















Now what? More ways to learn!

Start looking at trails!

More Online Trainings: 

https://www.pcta.org/volunteer/project-schedule/

Connect With Your Local PCTA Chapter or Regional Rep:

https://www.pcta.org/volunteer/regional-groups/

https://www.pcta.org/about-us/regional-offices/

Covid-19 Volunteer Protocols:

https://www.pcta.org/volunteer/covid-19-volunteer-protocols/

Trail Skills College Curriculum: 

https://www.pcta.org/volunteer/trail-skills-college/

USFS Publications Website:

https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/recreational_trails/publications/fs_publications/

https://www.pcta.org/volunteer/project-schedule/
https://www.pcta.org/volunteer/regional-groups/
https://www.pcta.org/about-us/regional-offices/
https://www.pcta.org/volunteer/covid-19volunteer-protocols/
https://www.pcta.org/volunteer/trail-skills-college/
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/recreational_trails/publications/fs_publications/
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