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Pacific Crest Trail Association 

 Covid-19 Safety Protocols for Volunteer Programs 
 
The Covid-19 pandemic has affected every aspect of the Pacific Crest Trail community, from 
the feasibility of long-distance hikes and horseback rides on the PCT, to the health and safety of 
the PCTA’s members and volunteers. Our protocols refer directly to state, local and agency 
guidance.  
 
We understand everyone has different levels of comfort and acceptable risk. If you are not yet 
comfortable returning to volunteering, we support you in returning when you are ready!  
 
For those who are ready to return to volunteering, our protocols are:  
 

• Volunteer activities will follow all applicable state, local and agency guidance. This may 
result in regional variation, so leaders will continue to work directly with the local Regional 
Representative or Volunteer Programs staff to coordinate and execute activities. 

• PCTA will continue to make all PPE available. 

• Any volunteer experiencing symptoms or who has been in close proximity to sick individuals 
must quarantine according to CDC guidance. A volunteer who contracts Covid-19 and 
suspects it to be from volunteering with PCTA should contact PCTA staff. 

• Online sign-in sheets, waivers, JHAs, etc. have been adopted as permanent features of 
PCTA’s volunteer programs and must be completed before each outing. Links to these 
online forms are automatically emailed to volunteers upon registration, but can also be 
downloaded from the Crew Leader Center. 

• Mask wearing and other prevention measures are dependent on the Covid-19 Community 
Level, as set each week by the CDC.  

o When the level is LOW or MEDIUM in the county where the volunteer activity is 
located, mask-wearing is not required during the volunteer project, regardless of 
vaccination status. 

o When the level is HIGH in the county where the volunteer activity is located, mask-
wearing is required during indoor volunteer projects, regardless of vaccination status. 
In addition, during indoor projects, those who are not up to date on Covid-19 vaccines 
must stay at least 6 feet away from those outside your household. 

• PCTA and the Forest Service are not checking or recording vaccination status of individuals 
in order to determine prevention measures. Individuals are responsible for self-
determination of safe and responsible behavior as it relates to personal vaccination status.  

• All volunteer activities will be planned to accommodate and provide opportunity for all 
individuals regardless of vaccination status. No one may ask an individual about their 
vaccination status as it relates to volunteering with PCTA. Individuals may choose to 
voluntarily disclose their vaccination status.  

• It is everyone’s responsibility to create a safe and enjoyable space during PCTA activities. 
PCTA’s Crew Leadership Course (304) includes a section on “Recognizing Differences,” 
which reminds us “no group of volunteers will be entirely uniform. However, a comfortable 
atmosphere is important for all volunteers and it is the crew leader’s responsibility to ensure 
that needs are being met and that all members of the group are comfortable both physically 
and emotionally.” This is critical to remember as we move forward.  

 

PCTA will continue to monitor Covid-19 guidance and adapt these protocols as necessary. 
PCTA is maintaining an additional Covid-19 FAQ document related to these protocols.  

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-sick/quarantine.html
https://www.pcta.org/volunteer/crew-leader-center/
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/science/community-levels.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/science/community-levels.html
https://www.pcta.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/304-Crew-Leadership-v0419.pdf
https://pcta.box.com/s/lfdaupoimms41ljtooy57pk42kw45s1y
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If you have additional questions, please email them to volunteer@pcta.org or your local PCTA 
Regional Representative 
 

mailto:volunteer@pcta.org

